
Dovecotes British Values Statement  

 

At Dovecotes Primary School we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake 

a variety of events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approach to be enriching for all parties as 

it teaches tolerance and respect for the differences in our community and the wider world. Underpinning all of 

this is a range of curriculum topics which have strong links to the British Empire, which are individually 

detailed below: 

 In Year 1 and 2, one of our curriculum topics is based around the Great Fire of London, focussing in 

particular on Samuel Pepys, and how his diary recorded the key events of the fire. Year 1 and 2 learn 

about how and why the fire began, and learned about how a large proportion of London had to be 

rebuilt and reshaped, with a case study example of St Paul’s Cathedral, designed by Sir Christopher 

Wren.  

 In Year 1 and 2, another unit is based around Florence Nightingale and how she assisted British 

soldiers in Scutari so they could convalesce after being injured. Florence Nightingale is seen as a 

'martyr' by many children in KS1 as they find her work and approach to making changes to hospitals 

both fascinating and inspiring. 

 In year 1 and 2 children also have the opportunity to study life in the Scottish Isles and also a local 

study of their immediate community.  

 In Lower KS2, one of our recently introduced topics is Prehistoric Britain. Children loved this topic, 

and thoroughly enjoyed finding out about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Pupils found out 

about how settlements, food gathering, tools, weapons and monuments changed during these eras. The 

topic was extremely successful, and will remain as a Year 3 and 4 topic.  

 In Year 3 and 4, pupils learn about the Romans, with a focus on Britain under Roman Rule. They learn 

about the developments and changes brought about by the Romans, and how their influence (food, 

buildings, roads etc) can still be seen today. 

 In Year 5 and 6, pupils learn about the demise of Roman Rule in Britain, and learn about the Anglo-

Saxon and Viking invasions. There is a strong focus on what life was like during these eras, 

particularly how village and farm settlements were reinstated, and the larger towns that the Romans 

had built up became much smaller dwellings.   

 In Year 5 and 6, another topic focusses on the Roundheads and Cavaliers. Pupils learn about the Civil 

War, and how King Charles I and his Cavaliers demanded absolute power and the rule of the 

Monarchy, whereas the Roundheads supported a Parliamentary administration. 

 One of our whole school topics is World War Two and the impact that the military had in fighting for 

the British Empire. This is linked with the annual Poppy Day celebrations where children purchase 

poppies and a minute's silence is held in specially created assemblies for the school.  

 A further whole school topic is called Battles and Castles. This focuses on Britain during Medieval 

Times.  

 As a whole school, we have celebrated the Olympics, with Olympic themed sports days, competitions 

to design sports kits and opportunities to learn about the history of Olympians in this country. We have 

had visits from torch bearers who gave real inspiration to the children. 

 In Literacy lessons, biographies are taught through the Juniors on life stories of various historical 

figures. We are developing a wall frieze which features significant local British historical figures which 

all pupils undertake lessons around. Some examples of their work on these topics is displayed 

alongside this. 

 

 

On a more general level, the school undertakes daily assemblies which uphold traditional values of empathy, 

respect and tolerance. These are also taught within formal SEAL, PSHE and RE lessons and on an informal 

nature throughout the school days. 



 


